American Dental Association Signs Agreement
with The Motion Picture Licensing Corporation
Agreement provides ADA members with a discount for the Umbrella License®
to show movies in their practices
Los Angeles, CA – The American Dental Association (ADA) has negotiated an agreement with
the Motion Picture Licensing Corporation (MPLC) that gives ADA members the opportunity to
obtain a reduced-rate license to exhibit movies and other audiovisual programs at their offices
in a copyright compliant manner.
“We are pleased to provide our members the opportunity to obtain a discount on the MPLC
Umbrella License,” said Dr. Kathleen O’Loughlin, Executive Director of the ADA. "As technology
changes, the waiting area is no longer the domain of magazines alone. Many dentists have
chosen to provide audiovisual entertainment in their offices, and it is important to ensure that
our members do so in accordance with the law relating to copyrights.”
The license, known as an Umbrella License, provides dentists the rights to show a wide array of
movies, popular children’s programs, educational documentaries, and other audiovisual
content for entertainment purposes in their patient waiting rooms and exam rooms. Movies
can be shown from more than 650 Hollywood studios, independent, special interest, childrenrelated, and foreign producers. Once a license is secured, dental practices can rent or purchase
movies and play them without the need for any further reporting.
According to the US Copyright Act, Title 17 of the United States Code, copyrighted motion
pictures and other programs that are available for rental or purchase, in any legal format, are
intended for personal, private use only. Exhibitions outside of the home, such as within a
medical or dental office, require a public performance license without regard to whether an
admission fee is charged or to whether the exhibitor is a for-profit or not-forprofit organization.
“We are pleased to have the support of the American Dental Association,” said Sal Laudicina,
President of the MPLC Licensing Division. “These days movies are everywhere, even in the
dentist’s office. Movies and short programs have proven to be a simple and fun way to
entertain patients of all ages both in waiting and treatment rooms. The Umbrella License is a
convenient and comprehensive copyright compliance solution that provides a wide array of
program possibilities for dentists serving a variety of clientele. Once licensed, ADA members
gain the peace of mind to show the type of movies and programs children and adults know and
love, in accordance with federal law.”

About the Motion Picture Licensing Corporation
The Motion Picture Licensing Corporation was established more than 25 years ago by motion
picture executives to provide public access to the work of the creative community without
copyright infringement. The MPLC is the world leader in motion picture copyright compliance,
supporting legal access across five continents in 25 countries. The MPLC provides licenses to
more than 250,000 facilities in the United States and over 450,000 worldwide. More
information can be found at www.mplc.org.
About the American Dental Association
The not-for-profit ADA is the nation's largest dental association, representing 157,000 dentist
members. The premier source of oral health information, the ADA has advocated for the
public's health and promoted the art and science of dentistry since 1859. The ADA's state-ofthe-art research facilities develop and test dental products and materials that have advanced
the practice of dentistry and made the patient experience more positive. The ADA Seal of
Acceptance long has been a valuable and respected guide to consumer dental care products.
The monthly The Journal of the American Dental Association (JADA) is the ADA's flagship
publication and the best-read scientific journal in dentistry. For more information about the
ADA, visit ADA.org. For more information on oral health, including prevention, care and
treatment of dental disease, visit the ADA's consumer website MouthHealthy.org
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